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Background information

In Japan, traditional medicines are classified into two broad groups: kampo medicine
and traditional medicine indigenous to Japan (234). Traditional Chinese medicine,
introduced to Japan between the 3™ and.8" centuries, was modified to meet local
needs and became known as kampo medicine. For about 10 centuries, from the time of
its introduction until it was superseded by allopathic medicine in 1875, kampo
medicine was the mainstream Japanese medicine.

Following the Meiji Restoration in 1886, the newly established Japanese Government
endorsed German allopathic medicine over kampo medicine. After 1885, new doctors
were trained only in allopathic medicine, with the result that kampo medicine almost
disappeared. By 1920, fewer than 100 doctors were practising kampo medicine (235),
but after the Second World War, there was a resurgence of public interest in kampo
medicine and today it is practised extensively.

Acupuncture, moxibustion, Japanese traditional massage/finger pressure, and judo-
®© therapy are also widely practised in Japan.

N\/\NW\_/\

Legal Status of Traditional Medicine and Complementary/Alternative Medicine: A Worldwide Review

study in anatomy, physiology, pathology, and hygiene for joint certification as an
acupuncturist, moxacauterist, and massage practitioner.

In 1999, the Japan Society for Acupuncture and Moxibustion (244) began a registration
systern for allopathic medical doctors specializing in acupuncture and moxibustion.
The rules for qualification set out by the Society require registration to be renewed
every five years.

Judotherapists are regulated under the Judo Therapists Law 19 of 1970. By Article 3, in
order to become qualified as a judotherapist, a candidate must pass the national
judotherapist examination and obtain a licence from the Minister of Health and Wel-
fare. Under Article 12, candidates must be eligible to enter a university according to
) Article 56 of the School Education Law 26 of 1947; have studied more than three years
at a school recognized by the Minister of Education, Science, and Culture or at a
training institution recognized by the Minister of Health and Welfare; and have
obtained the knowledge and technical skill necessary to be a judotherapist, including
knowledge of anatomy, physiology, pathology, and hygiene.
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